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Lessons Learned 

 
We can undergo a complete change of perspective and discover even in a relative way what it’s like to include 
that which we are wanting to exclude, split off, or put down. Muriel Rukeyser (best known for her poems about 
equality, feminism and social justice) has a beautiful example in her poem about cockroaches: 
 
ST. ROACH by Muriel Rykeyser   
 

For that I never knew you, I only learned to dread you,  
for that I never touched you, they told me you are filth,  
they showed me by every action to despise your kind;  
for that I saw my people making war on you,  
I could not tell you apart, one from another,  
for that in childhood I lived in places clear of you, for that all the people I knew met you by  
crushing you, stamping you to death, they poured boiling water on you, they flushed you down,  
for that I could not tell one from another  
only that you were dark, fast on your feet, and slender.  
   Not like me.  
For that I did not know your poems  
And that I do not know any of your sayings  
And that I cannot speak or read your language  
And that I do not sing your songs  
And that I do not teach our children  
      to eat your food  
      or know your poems  
      or sing your songs  
But that we say you are filthing our food  
But that we know you not at all.  
Yesterday I looked at one of you for the first time.  
You were lighter than the others in color, that was neither good nor bad.  
I was really looking for the first time.  
You seemed troubled and witty.  
Today I touched one of you for the first time.  
You were startled, you ran, you fled away  
Fast as a dancer, light, strange and lovely to the touch.  
I reach, I touch, I begin to know you. 
 
When we see that the universe is One Body, that there is no such thing as exclusion or inclusion, then we 
begin to know it all!  All are one; all are precious! 
 

This is the precept of not speaking of others’ faults.  The eightfold Path of Right View, Right Speech and Right 
Action should be looked at along with the Paramitas, especially Sila (Proper Conduct) and Kshanti (tolerance 
and acceptance). 
 

In Gassho, 
 

Rev. Bert Sumikawa 
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7  First Sunday Family Service 

  (Activity to follow – see article) 

Speaker:  Joy Nishida  

M.C.:        Gerald Matsuda       
      

10 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. @ the temple 
      

14 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

 

  Speaker:  Rev. Bert Sumikawa 

M.C.:        Allen Kusano 
      

21 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Speaker:   Dennis Tashiro 

M.C.:         Annette Tashiro 
      

28 Remembrance Family Service 
 9:00 a.m.  

Speaker:   Rev, Bert Sumikawa  

M.C.:         Stephen Ochikubo 
     cC 
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      Check out our website on the internet (The site is updated weekly with photos and information.) 
 

        Kailua Hongwanji Mission - A Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temple 

      https://www.kailuahongwanji.org 
 
 
 
 

 
They say you’re only as old as you feel. Recent studies have discovered the adage 
might actually be true.  A study showed those who feel younger than they really are 
have a better life expectancy.  Feeling younger than your actual age could be a 
combination of a healthy lifestyle by staying physically and socially active 
and maintaining a healthy weight.  So believing you are younger than you actually 
are is the key to a long life 

------ Jean Fukumoto 
  
  

 

  



 

Activities CornerActivities CornerActivities CornerActivities Corner        
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun activities for youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 

October 7, 2018:  October 7, 2018:  October 7, 2018:  October 7, 2018:  Halloween Fun Halloween Fun Halloween Fun Halloween Fun                                                                                                                                                                                                     

         (pumpkins & slime!) 
    

    

    

        

    

September Activity:September Activity:September Activity:September Activity:    

                Peace DovesPeace DovesPeace DovesPeace Doves    

    

    

    

                              
 

               
 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENING    

Gardening class will be on Sunday, October 14, 
2018 at 2:00 p.m.  There is no sign up – everyone 
is welcome to attend.   
 

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & 

WALKING    

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple  

Tai Chi Tai Chi Tai Chi Tai Chi     
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as 
follows:  Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

  NO tai chi 10/1 – 10/15 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed 
up for tai chi class, please contact Dennis 
Tashiro by email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or 
call 226-0339. 

MEDITATION MEDITATION MEDITATION MEDITATION – Mondays 6:30-7:30 pm    

Guided meditation, walking meditation and offering of 
incense, and chanting of a sutra.  Followed by a short 
“talk story” section. Meditation is conducted by Rev. 
Dr. Bert M. Sumikawa. 
All are welcome to participate.  There is no fee.  

 

 

 

 

IKEBANAIKEBANAIKEBANAIKEBANA    
 

Ikebana classes are suspended until further notice. 



  

 

  

 

Kailua Hongwanji MissionKailua Hongwanji MissionKailua Hongwanji MissionKailua Hongwanji Mission    

50505050thththth    AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary    ServiceServiceServiceService    
September 9, 2018 

 



 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Kailua Hongwanji MissionKailua Hongwanji MissionKailua Hongwanji MissionKailua Hongwanji Mission    

50505050thththth    AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary    LuncheonLuncheonLuncheonLuncheon    
Mid-Pacific Country Club 

September 9, 2018 
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October 2018  

HONGWANJI JOINT CONFERENCE 

“Overall, the convention was positive and brought us more together as a Sangha.  We got to meet others we 
would never meet at individual conventions, and the best part was, it was FUN!”  This comment by one of the 
almost 300 participants in the Hongwanji’s first Joint Conference captures the feeling that so many others 
expressed. 

The conference, with the theme “Embrace Change – Harmony (Accept Differences),” brought together Lay, BWA, 
Dharma Educators, Jr. YBA, and Ministers’ Spouses as well as interested temple members on September 1-3, 
2018 at Ala Moana Hotel and Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin.  The intergenerational makeup of the conference 
brought a palpable energy and created an awareness of belonging to a larger community. 

Keynote speaker, Lt. Gov. Doug Chin, set the tone for the weekend with his talk on social issues and social 
injustice.  His talk was relevant and thought-provoking yet still down-to-earth and full of humor.  This inspiring talk 
was followed by a dialogue between Lt. Gov. Chin and Bishop Matsumoto on how their spirituality impacts the 
decisions they make in their work. 

Two days of workshops wove together harmony and accepting differences in many ways.  Generations joined 
together to create music in taiko, ukulele, Gatha writing, and singing.  They studied Buddhism in the Ministers’ 
panel, chanting, popular music, and the Gomonshu’s new book, Moving Forward Just as You Are.  They explored 
ways to live more harmoniously through Blue Zones, Green Hongwanji, calligraphy, and social concerns 
workshops.  They learned to accept differences in the Muslim panel and LGBTQ sessions. 

The Jr. YBA members guided us smoothly through the weekend as our MC’s.  They were so clear and 
professional.  And then they wowed us with the entertainment they provided at the banquet.  The banquet opened 
to cheers and laughter as Rene Mansho introduced the processional of committee members, ministers and 
guests, who hammed it up.  She treated the ministers like the rock stars that they are!  The banquet closed to 
young and old dancing to the tunes of Koa Kane. 

Mahalo to everyone who planned, helped, contributed to, and participated in this memorable conference. 

(Lois Toyama, Chair of the Joint Conference) 

 

NEW BOOK “THE GOLDEN CHAIN OF LOVE” 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii published a new picture book, The Golden Chain 
of Love, in September 2018.   

Bishop Eric Matsumoto wrote: “May “The Golden Chain of Love” continue to serve as 
a guide for many Buddhists throughout the world, perhaps even non-Buddhists who 
understand the principles found in it.  For (Jodo) Shin Buddhists, may we in grateful 
response to All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion (Amida Buddha) 
hold dear “The Golden Chain of Love” and continue to be guided by it.” 

The books were distributed to the temples of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii.  The 
books are also available at the HHMH Bookstore at HQ Office at a price of $8.00. 
 
 
 
 

    

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of HawaiiHonpa Hongwanji Mission of HawaiiHonpa Hongwanji Mission of HawaiiHonpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii    
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
  



 

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL CONCERNS 

Western Japan Flood Relief Fund 

The Western Japan Flood Relief Fund special collection ended on August 31, 2018.  Temples that have donations 
collected, please submit one check (to Headquarters) payable to “Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii” with 
“Western Japan Flood Relief Fund” noted on the check.  The funds collected will supplement an earlier donation 
that was sent by the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii to Honzan to support Hongwanji-related temples and 
those who were affected by this disaster. 
 

Jr YBA Donations for Kauai Flood and Hawaii Island Volcano Eruption 

The Federation of Jr. YBA donated $660.00 to the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawaii, via Social Concerns, for relief efforts towards the Kauai Flood and Hawaii 
Island Volcano Eruption.  The funds were raised from their annual auction during 
their Jr. YBA State Convention.   

2017-2018 President Sheera Tamura (center) and 61st Annual State Convention 
Chair Zoi Nakamura (left) presented the donation to Bishop Eric Matsumoto. 
 

 

RYUKOKU UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL HAWAII SEMINAR 

11 graduate school students with Professor Eisho Nasu and Associate Professor Bunei Takada of Ryukoku 
University Shin Buddhist Studies visited various temples on the Big Island and Oahu from August 28 to 
September 5.  They listened to lectures by Hawaii Kyodan ministers, participated in different activities and studied 
the significance of Jodo Shinshu propagation through learning how Jodo Shinshu Buddhism is being propagated 
in Hawaii.  The following are comments from some of the participants: 
 

“In the Hawaii Seminar, we had lectures from ministers and learned about Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii.  In addition, 
we had opportunities to participate in different events and were able to meet many Hongwanji ministers and 
members.  Thanks to all the lectures and experiences, we were able to learn a lot about Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii.  
Thank you.” 
 

“I was deeply impressed when I attended the Sunday Service and the Joint Conference Closing Service with 
Hongwanji members.  I live in a different country and use a different language.  However, I sensed that Hongwanji 
members in Hawaii and I are looking in the same direction and receiving the same Nembutsu teaching.  I was 
profoundly impressed by it.  I am full of gratitude to ministers and members for their warm welcome. Thank you 
very much.” 
 

“Through the Hawaii Seminar, I experienced different things that I cannot learn in Japan. When I participated in 
the Japanese Class, the Joint Conference and the Sunday Service, everybody warmly welcomed us.  I felt the 
warmth in their hearts and am so grateful for the precious opportunity of meeting them.  Thank you very much.” 
 

SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS  

The following temples are observing their anniversaries! 

� KAILUA HONGWANJI MISSION – 50th Anniversary on Sunday, September 9, 2018. 

� WAHIAWA HONGWANJI MISSION – 110th Anniversary on Saturday, October 21, 2018.  

� JIKOEN HONGWANJI MISSION – 80th Anniversary on Sunday, November 18, 2018.   

 

Congratulations! 
  



  

Kailua Hongwanji Mission       
268-A Kuulei Road    

Kailua, HI   96734 

Address Service Requested 
 

   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Mahalo  � 
for your kind monetary donations 

 

 

Family of the late Wayne Kenji Matsumoto – funeral service 

Craig & Frances Tsutsui in memory of Yoshito & Lily Iwamoto 

Jo Ann Yamane 

Blair Hoashi & Mari Hoashi families in memory of Haruko Hoashi – 3 yr. memorial service 

KHM 50th Anniversary – 28 donors 
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