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Bits of Rubble Turned Into Gold 

Dr. Ty Unno, a prominent Buddhist writer wrote that in Buddhism, one of its basic tenets is that no 
human life or experience is to be wasted, abandoned or forgotten, but all should be transformed into 
a source of vibrant life, wisdom and compassionate living.  On the everyday level of experience, 
Buddhists speak of this transformation as “bits of rubble turned into gold.” 

This metaphor comes from Tz’u-min, a Chinese Pure Land master of the 8th century who proclaims 
the working of boundless compassion of Amida as follows: 

The Buddha, in the causal stage, made the universal vow 
When beings hear my Name and think on me, 
I will come to welcome each of them, 
Not discriminating at all between the poor and rich and well-born, 
Not discriminating between the inferior and highly gifted, 
Not choosing the learned and those upholding pure precepts, 
Not rejecting those who break precepts and whose evil karma is profound. 
Solely making beings turn about and abundantly saying the nembutsu, 
I can make bits of rubble change into gold. 

Unno wrote in his book on Shin Buddhism about a son who was born with severe asthma and so the 
family moved to a warmer climate to become stronger.  He enrolled in a normal school just like the 
other students.  

Early in the morning of the school’s Field Day (where students compete in races by grade level) the 
boy went to school with his mother.  The father anxiously waited for their return to hear the results of 
the race.  He could hear the laughter and excitement of both of them as they described the 
performance.  Thinking that his did well in the race, he asked his son, “Did you win the race?” “Did 
you come in first place?”  The son answered, “No, I came in 8th.” “How many were in the race?” the 
father asked.  The son replied, “There were eight!” The father felt dejected. 

But, the mother turned to the father with a big smile.  “Isn’t it wonderful that he could run just like the 
other children?  He came in eighth place!  He finished the race!  Remember when he couldn’t run at 
all?  Now he runs just like the other children.  This is a cause for celebration!  Our son is number 
one.” 

This story reminds that we are all within the Buddha’s boundless compassion and that we are all 
“Number One,” whether in last place or first.  It is in fact, the last place finisher, the foolish being, who 
is first in the eyes of the Buddha.  The “Last Place Finisher” most of us, bonbu, is the primary concern 
of Amida, that brings out a radical transformation in us, transforming “bits of rubble into gold.” 

In Gassho, 

Rev. Bert Sumikawa 

 

 



 

        JuneJuneJuneJune    2020202011118888    
3  First Sunday Family Service 

  (Activity to follow – see article) 

Speaker:   Michael Jaffe 

M.C.:         Jennifer Kane  
      

10 Family Service 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Speaker:  Rev. Bert Sumikawa 

M.C.:        Annette Tashiro 
      

13 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. @ the temple 
      

17 
 Service 

9:00 a.m. 
 

 

Speaker:  Shirley Yanagisawa 

M.C.:        Stephen Ochikubo 

      

24 Remembrance Day 
9:00 a.m.  

Speaker:   Rev. Bert Sumikawa 

M.C.:         Allen Kusano 
      

Temple PrepTemple PrepTemple PrepTemple Prep::::         unti l  June 3, unti l  June 3, unti l  June 3, unti l  June 3, Team Team Team Team BBBB    (Amy) 

                                                                        June June June June 9 9 9 9 ––––    July 1 ,July 1 ,July 1 ,July 1 ,     Team Team Team Team A A A A (Sh ir ley)     

 

 

 

Rev. Bert’s Office Hours: Mondays: 3:00-5:30 p.m.  and   Saturdays: 9:00-11:30 a.m. 

(Please ring the doorbell or call him on his cell phone.) All other days/times, available by appointment. 
 

Visitations:  Rev. Bert is willing to visit individuals at home, in a hospital, rehabilitation center or nursing home.   
Services:   He is available for memorial services, funerals, weddings, house “blessings” and more.   
 
 
 

Contact Rev. Bert Sumikawa at: 
 

(808)492-7254 or via email bert@sumidds.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date: 

KHM Bon DanceKHM Bon DanceKHM Bon DanceKHM Bon Dance    
July 28, 2018, 7 p.m.July 28, 2018, 7 p.m.July 28, 2018, 7 p.m.July 28, 2018, 7 p.m.    
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May 2018  
INTRODUCTION OF A NEW MINISTER 

Rev. Kerry Kiyohara is a kaikyōshi minister serving the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. 
He received his tokudo ordination in 2016, graduated from Chuo Bukkyo Gakuin Seminary 
and received kyōshi certification in 2018. 
 

He previously was as a creative copywriter, corporate executive, and strategy consultant, 
graduating with BA and MBA degrees from University of Southern California, and worked in 
Tokyo, Beijing, and Shanghai. He speaks English, Japanese, basic Spanish, survival 
Chinese, and struggles with da kine Hawaiian Creole English.   
 

Rev. Kiyohara is currently undergoing the New Minister’s Orientation at Headquarters and 
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin and will be assigned to Makawao Hongwanji Mission on 

Maui as its Resident Minister as of June 1, 2018.   

 
COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL CONCERNS From Dean Sakamoto, Chair 
  

The Office of the Bishop and the Committee on Social Concerns (CSC), together, have been in contact with 
temple ministers and presidents for flood damage assessments on the Island of Kauai and Oahu and for volcanic 
disaster related impacts on the Island of Hawaii. While we have not received reports of any temple damages, we 
have been advised that some temple members from Kauai have been impacted by the flood and several temple 
members on the Island of Hawaii have been impacted by the volcano disaster.  “Omimai”, is a Japanese custom 
that is often used to enquire (inquire) and call or visit someone who is ill, such as when visiting someone in the 
hospital.    
 
CSC has engaged in the following Emergency Disaster related actions: 

• Donation of $4,000 to Kauai Hongwanji Council (KHC) with KHC to determine and distribute funds to 

organization(s) and/or individual(s) working towards flood disaster relief efforts on Kauai.   

• Donation of $1,000 (via Kapaa Hongwanji) to the Hanalei Nihonjin Kai Cemetery (5013c) damaged by 

flood.   
 

• Omimai of $500 to a Kapaa Hongwanji member affected by the flood (property flooded). 
 

• Omimai of $500 to a Kapaa Hongwanji member affected by the flood (property flooded). 
 

• Omimai of $500 to a West Kauai Hongwanji member affected by the flood (property flooded).  
 

• A donation of $1,100 to the Hawaii State VOAD (Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster) 

 
The Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii continues to assess the volcano disaster impacts to our members (and 
temples), and because of the unpredictable nature and the potential damages that an active volcano may cause, 
this assessment will take some time as conditions continue to change over time.  We have initially requested the 
Hawaii Island temple ministers and presidents at Puna Hongwanji and Hilo Betsuin to keep the Office of the 
Bishop and the CSC informed as information becomes available, and also to provide assistance to those in need 
to the extent that a temple or a member is able to provide. 

 (continued on page 4) 
 

    

Honpa Honpa Honpa Honpa Hongwanji Mission of HawaiiHongwanji Mission of HawaiiHongwanji Mission of HawaiiHongwanji Mission of Hawaii    
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
  



 
(HQ News continued) 

 
At this time, the CSC is not planning to set-up a special collection and will rely on available funds from the Social 
Welfare Fund which is replenished through donations from annual Social Concerns fund drives.   We are grateful 
for the generous donations from our members and the CSC will continue to monitor the fund balance to ensure 
that a minimum level remains available in the fund, especially considering the 2018 Hurricane season will 
approach soon. 
  
It is understandable that members may want to make a donation with good intentions to help, and our Hawaii 
Island committee representative, Mr. Ken Okimoto, advises: “Before you donate, pay attention to what kinds of 
donations are requested; be sure who or what responsible group is willing and able to handle your donation; don't 
just donate whatever to whoever.” 
 
Monetary donations are usually quicker, easier to coordinate, and allows maximum flexibility for the recipient to 
meet unmet needs.  It is the donor’s responsibility to research an organization or a fund is valid and will be used 
for disaster relief efforts before a donation is made.  If any assistance is needed, please contact the CSC.   
I would also like our members to know that the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii is an official member of the 
Hawaii VOAD (Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster).  The Hawaii VOAD consists of non-profit 
organizations, faith-based groups, and partner government agencies. Please visit:  www.hivoad.communityos.org 
for information.  Also, information on the Puna lava flow can be found at www.punalavaflow.com.  Disaster 
preparedness is everyone’s responsibility. 

 
 
 
 
 

On June 2, students from McKinley High School’s Lokahi Project sponsored a 
“Senior Citizen Prom” with games, lunch, and entertainment. These students are 
“ambassadors” of the Center for Tomorrow’s Leaders (CTL) program at 
McKinley High School whose aim is teaching promising student leaders how to 
build a stronger community between the kupunas and the students.  Lokahi, 
which means to unify/unite, was created to raise the awareness of the lack of 
socialization among kupunas and to help strengthen their social life and 
relationships. Later in the year, they are planning a “Senior Citizen Luau” so if 
you missed the prom, we hope to see you at the luau!   

------ Jean Fukumoto 

 

 

 
Family Promise at Hawaii Betsuin  

May 27 - June 3, 2018 
    (Kailua’s Schedule) 

      Set up:  May 27, 1:00 p.m. 
      Dinner: May 29 
      Sleepover:  May 29 
      Breakfast:  May 30 
      Break Down: June 3, 7:00 a.m. 
 

------ Shirley Yanagisawa 

 
  

  

 

 

Mahalo to all the volunteers!! 



 

Activities CornerActivities CornerActivities CornerActivities Corner        
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun activities for youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 

 

June 3, 2018 “Father’s Day Hand Card”June 3, 2018 “Father’s Day Hand Card”June 3, 2018 “Father’s Day Hand Card”June 3, 2018 “Father’s Day Hand Card”    
    

    

      Mother’s Day Activities - May 13, 2018 
    

    

    

    

                              
 

 
 
 
               

 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENING    

Gardening class will be on Sunday, June 17, 2018 
at 2:00 p.m.  There is no sign up – everyone is 
welcome to attend.   
 

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & WALKING    

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple  

Tai Chi Tai Chi Tai Chi Tai Chi     
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as follows:  
Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed 
up for class, please contact Dennis Tashiro by 
email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or call 226-0339. 
 

IKEBANAIKEBANAIKEBANAIKEBANA    
 

 This month’s Ikebana classes are on the following 
Saturdays: June 9 and June 16, both 1:00 pm. at the 
temple.  Cost is $5 per class plus the cost of the 
flowers/foliage ($5-8).  Instructor needs a count of 
participants as flowers are purchased for each class 

 

 

 

MEDITATION MEDITATION MEDITATION MEDITATION – Mondays 6:30-7:30 pm    

Guided meditation, walking meditation and offering 
of incense, and chanting of a sutra.  Followed by a 
short “talk story” section. Meditation is conducted by 
Rev. Dr. Bert M. Sumikawa. 
All are welcome to participate.  There is no fee.  

 

 

 

 



  

Kailua Hongwanji Mission       
268-A Kuulei Road    

Kailua, HI   96734 

Address Service Requested 
 

   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Mahalo  � 
for your kind monetary donations 

 

Jennifer Kane for Earth Day 

Family of Susan Keiko Aono – Funeral Service 

Family of Jean Tanaka – Funeral Service 

Joann C. Yosemori 

Family of Robert Yoshida – Funeral Service 

Jo Ann Yamane 
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