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Gotan-e 
 

 The fragile nature of human existence; 
 Underlies both the young and the old; 
 And therefore, we must, one and all,  
 Turn to the teachings of the Buddha 
 And awaken to the ultimate source of life. 
 

This was taken from the Gobunsho, the Letters of Rennyo, and it is titled, “On White Ashes.”  
 

Shinran was born on May 21, 1173 in Hino, near Kyoto.  When he was very young, he lost his mother. His father left the 
family to become a priest and Shinran decided to follow his father.  Accompanied by his uncle, young Matsuwakamaro, as 
he was called then, went to the Shoren-in temple in Kyoto to be ordained by the priest, Jien.  It was rather late at night, 
when they arrived at Shoren-in, so the priest Jien suggested that they wait until the morning before undergoing tokudo.  
However, Shinran insisted that the tonsure be done that night, and reportedly, wrote this poem: 
 

 Cherry blossoms that are felt 
 To last till the morrow’ 
 May well blow away 
 During the night. 
 

The world that Matsuwakamaro knew was filled with strife-- continuous warfare for control of the country, a series of major 
earthquakes and widespread famine and disease.  It was an extremely difficult time to live, not knowing when your next 
meal will come from or if you will live to see the sun the next day.  It was a real possibility that your life may be taken by 
intruders or others only too willing to do you harm.  That was the reason why the young Matsuwakamaro wrote that poem, 
the reason for the urgency in his obtaining tokudo, even though Jien was inconvenienced.  So at the urging of Shinran, Jien 
consented and was ordained.  The year was 1181, and he was 9 years old.  Were it not for the life that Shinran was born 
into, perhaps he would not have been brought to seek answers to the deeper questions of life at so early an age.  By such 
unusual causes and conditions that Shinran went through, we are the beneficiates of the wonderful and rare life’s work of 
this remarkable person.   
 

He studied for 20 years at Mt. Hiei, enduring the most difficult of studies and practice, but still, he found that he could not 
find the way to attain Perfect Enlightenment through his own efforts.  At the age of 29, he was led to the Way of the Nembutsu 
by Honen Shonin and found the true path to the attainment of Buddhahood through the Wisdom and Compassion of Amida 
Buddha.   
              

After spending many years in exile, he remained in the Kanto area and continued to write, compiling his seminal work, the 
Kyogyoshinsho, which he completed after finally returning to Kyoto, where he continued to communicate with his many 
disciples both near and far.  He died at the age of 90, and in November of 1877, the Meiji emperor honored Shinran Shonin 
with the title of “Kenshin Daishi” (Seer-of Truth, Great Master).  
 

To Jodo Shinshu Buddhists who celebrate the birth of Shinran as the person who developed the True Pure land teaching 
as expounded in the sutras, writings of the seven masters and their commentaries, whose spiritual beliefs guide us in our 
daily lives, made the teachings meaningful for us in all situations and all conditions, for all people regardless of age, physical 
or mental abilities.   

 

Because of the effort of Shinran Shonin, we do not have to drop whatever life’s work we endeavor to aspire to, or are dealt 
with to seek the Truth and happiness.  It is not required that we devote all our time and energy to religious practices away 
from our home, in some secluded mountain-top or a monastery.  All that we have to do is to live in suchness, sono-mama 
in our everyday world, even in this modern Age of Technology and awaken to the countless kindnesses of those whose 
efforts have provided us with the necessary things that we may live in comfort. 

 
 

(continued on page 2) 

 



    MayMayMayMay        2020202011118888    
6 **** NO SERVICE - Honolulu District Intergenerational Picnic **** 

      

9 Board Meeting 6:30 p.m. @ the temple 
      

13 Mother’s Day  
Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 
 

(Activity to follow – see article) 

 

Speaker:  Rev. Bert Sumikawa 

M.C.:        Gerald Matsuda 

      

20 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Speaker: Rev. Bert Sumikawa 

M.C.:       Fujikawa Family  
      

27 Gotan-e (Shinran’s Birthday) and 
May Remembrance Service - 9:00 a.m.  

Speaker: Rev. Arthur Kaufmann    

M.C.:       Linda Jaffe  
      

Temple Prep:Temple Prep:Temple Prep:Temple Prep:         unti l  May 5, Team C    (Janet)    

                                                                                                        May 12 – June 3 by Team B    (Amy)     

 

 

 (Gotane article continued from page 1) 
 

Because of the effort of Shinran Shonin, we do not have to drop whatever life’s work we endeavor to aspire to, or are dealt 
with to seek the Truth and happiness.  It is not required that we devote all our time and energy to religious practices away 
from our home, in some secluded mountain-top or a monastery.  All that we have to do is to live in suchness, sono-mama 
in our everyday world, even in this modern Age of Technology and awaken to the countless kindnesses of those whose 
efforts have provided us with the necessary things that we may live in comfort. 
 

He pointed out that without distinguishing between priesthood and laity, everyone, without distinction of rank or class, would 
be saved by reciting the nembutsu in deep gratitude to Amida Buddha.  He taught that for him, the practices of the monks 
at Mt Hiei failed to eliminate his anger, greed and ignorance, and that the only way to Nirvana was total reliance on Amida.  
Shinran taught us that there is no distinction between good and evil, that in the eyes of the Buddha everyone is equal and 
all can be saved in Amida’s infinite Wisdom and Compassion. Let us remember Shinran with gratitude for showing us a 
path of genuine joy, wisdom and compassion, the True Pure Land Path. 
 

Namo Amida Butsu 
 

Rev. Bert Sumikawa 
 

 

Rev. Arthur Kaufmann – Guest Speaker 
Rev. Arthur Kaufmann was born and raised in New York City.   After serving in the U.S. Air 
Force, he relocated to Denver, Colorado and began studying Jodo Shinshu Buddhism at the 
Denver Tri-State Buddhist Temple. 
    

 

In 1993, Rev. Kaufmann moved to Hawaii and studied for the Ministry.  Rev. Kaufmann 
received his Tokudo Ordination in 1994 at the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto Japan 
and his Kyoshi Certification in December of 2007.  

Rev. Kaufmann and his wife Judith have five children and 12 grandchildren. 
 

 

 



  
Effective April 1, 2018 for safety and security reasons all current Medicare card 
holders will receive new Medicare cards from the Center for Medicare/Medicaid 
Services,  

   

Your Social Security number will be removed from your Medicare Card and you 
will be assigned an 11 character Medicare number which will consist of numbers 
and upper case letters. An example is 1EG4-TE5-MK72. You may continue to 
use your current card until you receive your new card in the mail.  

 

Be aware of any caller asking to “verify” your “new” number as this may be a scam.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the Social Security office at 1-800-772-1213. 

 

------ Jean Fukumoto 
 

Hanamido Decorating 
 
Mahalo to our volunteers who helped decorate this year’s 
hanamido (floral pavilion) for the special Buddha Day Service.  As 
part of KHM’s ongoing program to ‘go green’, lovely, artistic flowers 
were created from recycled paper.   
 

Some temple members created the flowers, and others artistically 
arranged and pinned each blossom to the frame. Thank you: Jean 
Carroll, Pauline and Richard Horita, Naomi Kaneko, Janet Kukino, 
Allen and Prudence Kusano, Diane Nishikawa, Cynthia Rodriguez, 
Dennis and Merle Tashiro, Susan Yamamoto, Shirley and Ron 
Yanagisawa. They were also joined by temple friend - Mal Chan.  
Also mahalo to Jean Carroll, Aileen Iha, Amy Inouye & Cynthia 
Rodriguez for the greens and fragrant flowers that enhanced the 
decorations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Bert’s Office Hours: Mondays: 3:00-5:30 p.m.  and   Saturdays: 9:00-11:30 a.m. 

(Please ring the doorbell or call him on his cell phone.) All other days/times, available by appointment. 
 

Visitations:  Rev. Bert is willing to visit individuals at home, in a hospital, rehabilitation center or nursing home.   
Services:   He is available for memorial services, funerals, weddings, house “blessings” and more.   

 

Contact Reverend Bert Sumikawa at: 
 

(808)492-7254 or via email bert@sumidds.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Handmade flowers using recycled paper 



 

Activities CornerActivities CornerActivities CornerActivities Corner        
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun activities for youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 
 

May 13, 2018May 13, 2018May 13, 2018May 13, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                        

MMMMother’s Day Activityother’s Day Activityother’s Day Activityother’s Day Activity    
    

    

        

    

    

    

                              
 

 
 
 
               

 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENINGGARDENING    

Gardening class will be on Sunday, May 27, 
2018 at 2:00 p.m.  There is no sign up – 
everyone is welcome to attend.   
 

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & 

WALKING    

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple 

 
 

Tai Chi Tai Chi Tai Chi Tai Chi     
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as 
follows:  Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed 
up for tai chi class, please contact Dennis 
Tashiro by email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or 
call 226-0339. 
 

IKEBANAIKEBANAIKEBANAIKEBANA    
 

 This month’s Ikebana classes are on the following 
Saturdays: May 5 (2 pm) and May 26 (1 pm) at the 
temple.  Cost is $5 per class plus the cost of the 
flowers/foliage ($5-8).  Instructor needs a count of 
participants as flowers are purchased for each class. 

 

 

 

 

 

Colored Dharma Eggs 

Painted Petals of plastic bottle flowers 

Made tissue flowers 

 APRILAPRILAPRILAPRIL    Activities:  coloring eggs and Activities:  coloring eggs and Activities:  coloring eggs and Activities:  coloring eggs and making making making making flowersflowersflowersflowers        



 

 Kailua Hongwanji Buddhist Temple is happy to announce weekly 

Meditation Services Mondays, from 6:30pm – 7:30pm, beginning May 

7, 2018.  Included in the session is a guided meditation, walking 

meditation and offering of incense, followed by chanting of a sutra.  There 

also is a short “talk story” section immediately following.  Meditation is conducted by the Kailua 
Hongwanji minister, Rev. Dr. Bert M. Sumikawa. 

Meditation is a Jodo Shinshu style (Hongwanji or Pure Land sect) of Buddhism. All are welcome to 
participate.  There is no fee for attendees.  

 
 
 

 

More photos of the  

April Family Sunday Activities! 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

Kailua Hongwanji Mission       
268-A Kuulei Road    

Kailua, HI   96734 

Address Service Requested 
 

   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Mahalo  � 
for your kind monetary donations 

 

Jean Carroll 

Naomi Kaneko in Memory of Thomas Ikehara 

Family of Dean T. Akita Memorial Service 

Family of Anne T. Domai Memorial Service 

Ming C. Lee – Inurnment Service for Chin Wai Wong 

Jo Ann Yamane – Tai-chi Donation 

Marjorie Ikeda for Buddha Day 

Jennifer Kane for Buddha Day 

Ryan Miyamoto for Buddha Day 
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