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AFFIRMED AS I AM 

“The greatest disease in the West today is not TB or leprosy; it is being unwanted, unloved, and uncared 
for. We can cure physical diseases with medicine, but the only cure for loneliness, despair, and 
hopelessness is love. There are many in the world who are dying for a piece of bread but there are 
many more dying for a little love. The poverty in the West is a different kind of poverty -- it is not only a 
poverty of loneliness but also of spirituality.” (Mother Teresa) 

Mother Teresa mentioned that there are many people who feel that they are unwanted and unloved, 
and she, as you know, tirelessly shared her loving-kindness through her humanitarian work.  To be 
unable to feel the warmth of human being, and to feel that I am totally alone in this whole world is very 
disheartening.  It deprives us of the will and courage to move forward.  In this current society we are 
filled with material objects, but we are in hunger for more important thing as a human being.  No matter 
how many and how much material objects we have around us, we cannot live without being loved and 
be affirmed as an individual.   

“The Spirit of Buddha is that of great loving kindness and compassion.  The great loving 
kindness is the spirit to save all people by any and all means.  The great compassion is the spirit 
that prompts it to be ill with the illness of people, to suffer with their suffering” (“The Teaching 
of Buddha” Chapter Two I-1)  

Buddhism teaches us that you are not alone, and your existence is not forgotten.  Each person’s life is 
being sustained by all of existence itself.  We are made to awaken to the interdependence and 
interconnectedness with all beings.  If my life is precious, then your life is equally precious.  Each 
moment of life is to be treasured, each relationship is to be cherished; each breath is the ultimate gift of 
life.  The Nembutsu, Namo Amida Butsu, is the calling voice from the Buddha, “Please awaken to this 
heartwarming world of oneness. Please rely on me!”  Within the all-embracing Wisdom and Compassion 
of Amida Buddha that would never abandon anybody, my existence and your existence is not denied 
but equally affirmed as we truly are.  It empowers us to live a meaningful and fulfilling life.   

Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani, in his message of “A Way of Living as a Nembutsu Follower”, encourages us 
as follows: “It is indeed true that we are imperfect with our selfish desires and cannot act in complete 
purity like the Buddha can. However, by trying to live according to the Buddha Dharma, let us make an 
effort to consider other peoples' joy as our own, as well as other peoples' suffering as our own. In this 
way, we can live to the best of our ability, aspiring to live up to the Buddha's Wish.” 

Namo Amida Butsu  

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani  

 
 



 

 December 2017 
3  First Sunday Family Service 

  (Activity to follow – see article) 

Speaker:   Prudence Kusano 

M.C.:         Merle Tashiro 
   

10 Bodhi Day Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Speaker:  Dennis Tashiro 

M.C.:        Gerry Ochikubo 

 General Membership Meeting 
(at conclusion of the Bodhi Day Service) 

Followed by Lunch at  
New Mui Kwai Chop Suey  
 132 Oneawa St, Kailua, HI 96734 

(A sign-up sheet is at the temple or call Dennis at 226-0229) 
   

13 Board Meeting 6:45p.m. @ the temple 
   

17 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Speaker:   Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani 

M.C.:         Jennifer Kane 
   

24 Family Service 
 9:00 a.m.  

Speaker:   Betty Okamotoo 

M.C.:         Roy Inouye 
   

31 Year-End Family Service 
 9:00 a.m. 

Speaker:   Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani  

M.C.:         Gerald Matsuda 
   

Temple Prep:  Nov. 25- Dec. 17 by Team A (Sh i r le y )  

                         Dec. 23- Jan. 14 by Team B (Prudence/Amy) 
 

 
 
 

    Check out our website on the internet (The site is updated weekly with photos and information.) 
 

    Kailua Hongwanji Mission - A Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temple 

   https://www.kailuahongwanji.org 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Mahalo for your generous donations to the Kailua Hongwanji 
Mission food drive that benefited the Hawaii Foodbank.  We 
donated a total of 166 lbs. of non-perishable food items. 



KHBWA decided to take on the Adopt a Family project once again 
this year.  We have selected a family and with our BWA members’ 
support, will purchase items for Christmas gifts based on the family’s 
specific needs.  KHM temple members are welcome to participate 
with us in this worthwhile project.  We are working with Keiki o ka 
Aina (the Laulima Giving Project).  

 

KHBWA will make a final contribution to the Pacific Business Academy from our Treasury.   
 

Lastly, KHBWA is suspending operations, effective December 31, 2017 and as such a members’ luncheon is 
being planned for Saturday, January 6, 2018 at the temple.    Details will be finalized in December.  Initial plans 
are to order special bentos for lunch and to also deliver those bentos to some of our long-time members who are 
homebound and unable to attend. 

---- Merle Tashiro 
 

 
As 2017 comes to an end, we reminisce of the many memories created during the year. 
The birthdays, picnics, and get togethers with friends and family that we take for granted 
as young adults become treasured memories as we age.  Sharing these memories 
through pictures make the remembrances brighter and easier for many kupunas to keep 
these memories alive. So as the year comes to an end, be mindful of your family, kupuna, 
and friends and share your 2017 joys and sadness together with words and pictures. 

------ Jean Fukumoto 
 

 

 
A Message from Dennis Tashiro, President of Kailua Hongwanji Mission 

 
Aloha All,  
 
My term as President of Kailua Hongwanji Mission (KHM) comes to an end on December 31, 2017.   We have a very capable 
person selected to lead the temple next year.  I encourage you to attend the upcoming Annual General Membership Meeting 
which includes the confirmation of next years’ temple officers.   
 
I have had the honor of serving as KHM president for the past three years and with the support of the KHM officers, board 
members and other temple members, we were able to initiate many new activities and events.  With help and guidance from 
Rev. David Nakamoto, during his term as resident minister, and interim minister, Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani we were able to 
fulfill the spiritual needs of the Shangha. 
 
Over the past three years, we’ve welcomed new members to the temple and have seen an increase in attendance at Sunday 
Services.  The First Sunday Family Service has been especially successful because of the activities which are focused on 
the children and families.  (Adults really enjoy these as well!) 
 
Having our website and being on Facebook allows us to be more accessible to a wide range of individuals who might be 
interested in Jodo Shinshu or about the activities at KHM.  We have been receiving inquiries and visitors to the temple who 
have found us via “the web”.   
 
These are just a few accomplishments that have contributed to making KHM a more vibrant and inviting temple. 
   
We have been without a resident minister for most of 2017, however, I’m pleased to announce that effective March 1, 2018, 
Rev. Bert Sumikawa will be assigned as a permanent resident minister for KHM.  (See HQ’s article in this newsletter.) 
 
I thank all of the KHM members for their support these past three years and appreciate the confidence you placed in me.   
 
Mahalo, 
 

Dennis Tashiro 
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Activities Corner  
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun activities for youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 
 

Bodhi Ornament, Candy Cane Reindeer, 
Amaryllis Plant Follow-up (all on Dec. 3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              
 

 
 
 
               

 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDENING 
Gardening class will be on Sunday, December 17, 
2017 at 2:00 p.m.  There is no sign up – everyone is 
welcome to attend.   
 

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & 
WALKING 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple  

Tai Chi  
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as follows:  
               Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed up 
for tai chi class, please contact Dennis Tashiro by 
email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or call 226-0339. 
 

IKEBANA 
 

This month’s Ikebana classes are on the following 
Saturdays: Dec. 2 – 1:30 pm and Dec. 23 at 1:00 
pm. at the temple.  Cost is $5 per class plus the 
cost of the flowers/foliage ($5-8).  Instructor needs 
a count of participants as flowers are purchased for 
each class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov. 5, 2017 
Thankful Tree, Popcorn 

Turkey & Amaryllis Planting 

 

 

 



 
 

 
  
 
 
 

MARCH, 2017 

 

November 2017  
MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS (JINJI)  

REVEREND BERT SUMIKAWA, the Resident Minister of Moiliili Hongwanji Mission, will retire from active ministry as of 
January 31, 2018.  Rev. Sumikawa served HHMH as a Kaikyoshi-ho Minister from December 2007 to March 2011, and as a 
Kaikyoshi Minister from April 2011.  
 

Rev. Sumikawa will be assigned to be the minister in charge of Kailua Hongwanji Mission, as well as the Chaplain of the 
Pacific Buddhist Academy. Both Assignments as a Retired Kaikyoshi Minister will begin as of March 1, 2018. 
  
REVEREND TOSHIYUKI UMITANI, the Executive Assistant to the Bishop, will oversee Moiliili Hongwanji Mission from 
February 15, 2018 until May 31, 2018 while he continues his duties as the Executive Assistant to the Bishop. Rev. Umitani 
will then be officially assigned to the Moiliili Hongwanji Mission as its Resident Minister as of June 1, 2018. 
  

Rev. Umitani will be relieved from the positions of the Oversee Minister for Kailua Hongwanji Mission as of December 31, 
2017, and the Chaplain of the Pacific Buddhist Academy as of February 28, 2018.  
 
HQ PERSONNEL  

MR. ARTHUR NAKAGAWA, the Business Manager of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, will retire as of December 
31, 2017. 
 
SENNYO GOMONSHU: OFFICIAL VISITATION  

On September 4 and through September 12, 2017, His Eminence Ohtani, Kojun Gomonshu honored the Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii with His Official Visitation to Hawaii. In the 9-day Visit, His Eminence traveled to Hawaii Island, Maui, 
Kauai and Oahu. He visited not only larger temples, but smaller temples like Honohina Hongwanji which was his first stop. 
He met with temple members both young and older as his visits included preschools at Kahului Hongwanji and Hilo 
Hongwanji, and also Hongwanji Mission School and the State Lay Convention attendees gathered at Aiea Hongwanji. On 
Kauai, to the delight of the Members he participated in the concluding entertainment in the spirit of oneness and 
togetherness. He met with community leaders like Inter-faith leaders of Hawaii to promote religious understanding and 
harmony at which a Hawaiian oli was chanted in his honor. Further, he visited community sites like the Pahoa Cemetery 
which was partially covered by a lava flow to pay his respects. He also conducted Confirmation Rites in the Islands for 134 
Hongwanji members. In addition, at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, he participated in a special unveiling of two 
large murals in the altar area of a phoenix (a bird which is said to appear on auspicious occasions and places) and the 
famous “Two Headed Bird” or Gumyocho (which symbolizes interdependency and the importance of living harmoniously) 
at the Special Kickoff Commemoration Service which begins a year-long celebration of commemorating the centennial of 
the Main Sanctuary which was completed in 1918. Further, His Eminence honored the Pacific Buddhist Academy by being 
present for the special ceremony which commemorated the completion of the new school building and dedication of the 
unique altar at PBA featuring olive branches, the western symbol of peace, and two impressive dragons which are depicted 
as protectors of the Dharma. 
  

Needless to say, all those who met His Eminence were touched by his kind and gentle demeanor and his grace and nobility. 
Truly, an experience which will be treasured for a lifetime. We look forward to his continued guidance as our Spiritual 
Leader. 

  

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
  



 Kailua Hongwanji Mission       
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 Mahalo   
for your kind monetary donations 

 

Keiji Kukino 
Numerous Social Concerns donations. 
Numerous Hurricane Relief Fund Donations 
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Annual General Membership 
Meeting and Luncheon 

Information in this newsletter 
 


