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Bits of Rubble Turned into Gold 
 

 
Buddhism is a path of optimism, for one of its basic tenets is that “no human life or experience is to be wasted, 
abandoned, or forgotten, but all should be transformed into a source of vibrant life, deep wisdom, and 
compassionate living” (from Dr. Ty Unno’s book, Shin Buddhism).  Dr. Unno’s classic statement sums up the 
goal of Buddhist life: “Transform delusion into enlightenment.”  On the everyday level of experience, Shin 
Buddhists speak of this transformation as “bits of rubble turned into gold.” 
 

Dr. Ty Unno illustrates this in his book Shin Buddhism book tells us about a teacher whose son, was born with a 
severe case of asthma. In order to improve his condition, the family moved to a warmer climate so that he could 
grow stronger and hopefully enter normal school just like the other students – and he did. 
 

Early in the morning of the school’s Field Day (where students compete in races by grade level), the little boy 
went to school with his mother. The father anxiously waited for their return home to hear the results of his son’s 
performance. As they returned, he could hear the laughter and excitement of both of them as they described the 
experience. The father sensing their excitement thought for sure that his son must have done well in the race. As 
soon as his son entered the home, father says, “How did you do son?  Did you come in first place?”  “No Dad”, 
the boy shouted, “I didn’t come in first place, I came in eighth”! “Oh, (and I could almost sense father’s dropping 
of his jaw) and how many kids were in the race?” father asked. “Eight,” the son shouted while clapping his hands. 
(I guess by now you could sense father’s feelings.) 
 

But the mother turned to the father with a big smile. “Isn’t it wonderful that he could run just like the other children? 
He came in eighth place. He finished the race! Remember when he couldn’t run at all. Now he runs just like other 
children. This is a cause for celebration! Our son is number one!” 
 

The father of this young boy tells this story and reminds us that within boundless compassion each of us is 
“Number One”, whether in last place or not. In fact, it is the last place finisher, the foolish being, who is first in the 
eyes of Amida Buddha.  
 

As we talk about Other Power or Amida’s Boundless Compassion, we appreciate that the primary concern of 
Amida is the foolish being and the boundless light that brings a radical transformation in life. Hopeless to hopeful, 
darkness to light, ignorance to enlightenment, bit of rubble turned to gold. Though we may be unaware, the Shin 
Buddhist path reminds us that the marvel of transformation abounds in the world wherever the human spirit 
endures and soars. Bits of rubble turned to gold everywhere, if only we have eyes to see and heart to embrace 
the impossible possibility. 
 
Namo Amida Butsu 
 
Rev. David Nakamoto 
 



 

     May 2017 
7  First Sunday Family Service 

  (Activity to follow – see article) 
 9:00 a.m. 

Guest Speaker:   Rev. Brian Nagata 

M.C.:         Allen Kusano 

   

10 Board Meeting 6:45p.m. @ the temple 
   

14 Special Gotan-e  
 (Shinran Shonin’s Birthday) 

  and Mother’s Day Service 
               9:00 a.m. 

 

Speaker:  Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani 

M.C.:        Gerald Matsuda 

   

21 Family Service 
9:00 a.m. 

Speaker:   Keiji Kukino 

M.C.:        Cynthia Rodriguez  

 KHBWA Meeting following service (This is tentative. Members will be notified) 
   

28 Memorial Day Service 
 9:00 a.m.  

Speaker:   Michael Jaffey 

M.C.:         Jean Fukumoto 
   

Temple Prep:  May 13-June 4 by Team C (Jane t )  
 

 
 
 

Rev. Brian Nagata  
Guest Speaker (May 7) 

  
Rev. Brian Nagata grew up in Fowler, California and attended the Buddhist 
Church of Fowler, which is one of the original Buddhist Churches of America 
sanghas founded in 1901.  He was active in Dharma School, Boy Scouts, 
Western Young Buddhist League, California YABA and the American Buddhist 
Study Center.    
 

Rev. Nagata is currently a volunteer at the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley, 
the BCA’s Center for Buddhist Education, Hongwanji IMOP program and 
coordinates the CBE Education Tours to Japan program.  He is a member of 
the Buddhist Church of Oakland and has worked for Mitutoyo Corporation for 
thirty years, currently serving as a director of Bukkyo Dendo Kyokai America. 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
On Saturday, April 8, 2017, members decorated the newly 
constructed hanamido (flower altar) with mums, orchids and 
greens.  Thank you to the temple “construction team” for the 
streamlined and light, hanamido! 
 

Janet Kukino is working with Rev. Umitani, who travelled to 
Japan and personally placed our order for new “uchishiki” (altar coverings) that KHBWA will be 
donating to KHM.  We are targeting an August delivery date looking at unveiling the uchishiki in 
September for the rededication service.   .   

 

Lastly, KHBWA sponsored the Eshinni Day Service on 
Sunday, April 23, 2017.  We were fortunate to have Barbara 
Brennan of Hawaii Betsuin as our speaker.  Barbara is one 
of the most recent Tokudo recipients of Hawaii Kyodan. 

 
---- Merle Tashiro 

 
Betty, Prudence, Cynthia and Shirley with Eshinni Day Guest Speaker, 
Barbara Brennan. 
 

 
 

Memory loss that disrupts your daily life may be a symptom of dementia or 
Alzheimer's disease. Alzheimer's is a brain disease that causes a slow 
decline in memory, thinking and reasoning skills. There are 10 warning 
signs and symptoms that individuals may experience in different degrees. 
Having the sign may not be a symptom of the disease but merely an age 
related change. 
 

Here are 5 Alzheimer’s warning signs. (The remainder will be covered next 
month.) 

  

1. Forgetting recently learned information or events; asking for the same information over and over 
2. Changes in ability to follow a recipe or work with numbers 
3. Difficulty completing familiar tasks; trouble getting to a familiar location 
4. Confusion with time or place; losing track of seasons 
5. Difficulty reading, judging distances, and determining color or contrast causing problems with 

driving.   

These signs may simply be age related and should be discussed with your physician. 
 

------ Jean Fukumoto 

 
 

Family Promise 
 
Thank you very much to the members of our Kailua Hongwanji Ohana who volunteered to participate 
in the upcoming Family Promise on May 28 to June 4, 2017 at Moiliili Hongwanji.  We are looking 
for 1-2 volunteers to do Kailua’s portion of the linen laundry. 

 

If you are able to help, please inform me at our Sunday service or call me at 261-3454.  Mahalo!! 

-----Shirley Yanagisawa 
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Activities Corner  
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun activities for youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 

            May Activity – Making Paper “Fish” 
 Additional Adult Activity: designing mugs with nail polish   
Please bring a white mug for this activity.  If not, we will have mugs available for purchase 
at $2 each.  
 

 
April’s activities – Buddha Day Cards  
& Egg Dying and Designing! 

 
 
 

                              
 

 
 
 
               

 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GARDENING 
Gardening class will be on Sunday, May 28, 2017 at 
2:00 p.m.  There is no sign up – everyone is welcome 
to attend.   
 

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING & 
WALKING 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple 

 

 

Tai Chi  
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as 
follows:  Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed 
up for tai chi class, please contact Dennis 
Tashiro by email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or 
call 226-0339. 

 

Adult Japanese Language Classes  
Beginner class is on Tuesday at 10 a.m. for an 
hour.  Classes are held at the temple and the cost 
is $10.00 per class. 
 

Advanced class: April 24 – August: vacation. 

 

 

  



Dinner & A Movie Night 
 

Sunday, May 28, 2017 
 

Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
Menu: Zippy’s chili, fried chicken, wieners 

and rice; pizza and green salad 

 
 

Movie begins at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The film tells the story of Moana, the strong-willed daughter of the chief of a 
Polynesian tribe, who is chosen by the ocean itself to reunite a mystical relic with 
a goddess. When a blight strikes her island, Moana sets sail in search of Maui, a 
legendary demigod, in the hope of saving her people. 

 
We’re taking a count for dinner, so please sign up at the temple 

OR contact Dennis at 226-0339 by Friday, May 26. 
 
 



Hanamatsuri (Buddha Day) 
April 9, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

BWA members pinned EACH flower on 
to the hanamido. Janet works on the 
roof. 

The Kusano’s shared this 
beautiful pink lotus that bloomed 
that morning at their home. 

Rev. Umitani was assisted by 
daughter, Naho.  

Everyone poured sweet tea over the 
Baby Buddha’s figure.   From our youngest ……….. 

……to our most senior member. 



 
  
 
 
 

MARCH, 2017 

 

April 2017  
 

KIKYOSHIKI CONFIRMATION CEREMONY BY HIS EMINENCE GOMONSHU KOJUN OHTANI  

Confirmation Ceremony, or “Kikyoshiki”, is a solemn ceremony performed before Amida Buddha and Shinran 
Shonin to officially confirm your entry into the Path of the Nembutsu.  Participants will affirm their reverence toward 
the Three Treasures of the Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha.  “Buddha” is not simply in reference to Shakyamuni, 
but refers more importantly to Amida Buddha, the Buddha of Immeasurable Wisdom and Boundless Compassion.  
“Dharma” is the teaching of Amida’s Compassionate working to embrace all beings without any discrimination.  
“Sangha” refers to the community of people who have entrusted themselves to Amida Buddha and its Nembutsu 
teaching.   

By participating in the Confirmation Ceremony, you will receive a Dharma Buddhist Name (Homyo).  These names 
are in the form of “Shaku” and two Buddhist terms which follow.  The word “Shaku” means “disciple of Shakyamuni” 
and signifies that the person has joined the followers of the teachings of Shakyamuni Buddha, a community that 
transcends race or nationality.   

His Eminence Gomonshu Kojun Ohtani, the Head Priest and the Spiritual Leader of the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-
ha Organization, will be officiating the Confirmation Ceremony at:  

Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin (1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu) 
Sunday, September 10, 2017, 2:00pm 

There is no minimum or maximum age limit however the individual must be able to participate in the ceremony at 
the temple.  We sincerely hope that you will take this wonderful opportunity and participate in the Confirmation 
Ceremony. 
  

http://hongwanjihawaii.com/blog/2017/04/10/confirmation-ceremonies-0917/.  Please contact your resident 
minister for application instruction.  Application deadline is June 30, 2017. 

YBICSE – YOUNG BUDDHIST INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL STUDY EXCHANGE  

July 10-22, 2017 

Hongwanji-sponsored educational trip to Japan 

 Visiting Jodo Shinshu historical sites including the Hongwanji (mother temple) in Kyoto 
 Fellowship with new friends from US Mainland, Canada, South America, and Japan 
 Homestay Program 
 Learn & experience Japanese Culture 
 Share joy of living in the Nembutsu Teachings 
 Many other life-changing experiences 

Chaperones: Reverend Tomo Hojo & Ms. Elaine Saiki  
 

**Go to http://hongwanjihawaii.com/ybicse/ for more information and application.   

Application deadline is April 30, 2017. 
  

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
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 Mahalo   
for your kind monetary donations 

 

 
Alan & Barbara Yamaoka 

Gary & Annette Tashiro 

Bob Ichimura 

Mitsue Miyamoto for Hanamatsuri 

Roy & Cynthia Miyamoto for Hanamatsuri 

Ryan Miyamoto for Hanamatsuri 

Jennifer Kane for Hanamatsuri 

 

 

 


