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NAMO AMIDA BUTSU & HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

In this New Year, please let me express my warmest Aloha and Best Wishes to you 
for a harmonious, peaceful and reflective New Year filled with the Joy of the Dharma! 
  

As we reflect (including self-reflect) on what is happening around the world including 
our own nation, there is room for dire concern as aggression, violence, hate, 
inequality, disrespect, suspicion and mistrust erupt. At times, it may seem all too 
overwhelming. However, let us not lose hope. May we avail ourselves to the Wisdom 
of Enlightenment by letting it guide us and may Buddha’s Compassion inspire us. Our 
Jodo Shinshu Teachings share that the Bodhisattva Dharmakara/Amida Buddha gives 
hope to the spiritually lost foolish being/bonbu by promising the attainment of 
Enlightenment through the Buddha’s Unconditional Compassion by saying “Entrust 

yourself to me calling my Name, Namo Amida Butsu.” Out of the Joy and Gratitude of True Entrusting for being 
unconditionally accepted without judgment emerges a deep lament about this imperfect I and an aspiration to 
live a more Dharma-centered life. In one of his Letters, Shinran Shonin states, “There was a time when for each 
of you when you knew nothing of Amida’s Vow and did not say the Name of Amida Buddha, but now, guided by 
the compassionate means of Sakyamuni and Amida, you have begun to hear the Vow. Formerly you were 
drunk with the wine of ignorance and had a liking only for the three poisons of greed, anger, and folly, but since 
you have begun to hear the Buddha’s Vow you have gradually rejected the three poisons, and come to prefer at 
all times the medicine of Amida Buddha.” (Lamp for the Latter Ages, Letter 20) Further, says the late Rev. 
Jitsuen Kakehashi, “The ‘turning of the heart’ means forsaking the human-centered way of thinking and placing 
the teaching of the Tathagata at the center of our thought. Being saved means that with the Dharma-centered 
values, a new view of life is established in ourselves.” “In our daily life, we are liable to be dictated to by our self-
centered thoughts, but in the mind of nembutsu practicers who are saddened and pained by this reality, there is 
a recurring transformation in which, with the heart and mind of the Tathagata’s great wisdom and great 
compassion, we come to look back at our own thoughts and behaviors. When we look at the world with an 
ordinary human mind, it is distinctly divided into things we love and things we hate, but with the mind of the 
Tathagata, we are made to know that everyone is equally the Tathagata’s indispensably important child. From 
that standpoint, we realize that we are all brothers and sisters and fellow human beings. Then slowly but 
steadily, we come to reflect on our self-centered thoughts, reject our blind passions and make efforts to see 
things and live our lives in a way that can be approved by the Tathagata.” (From “Hearing the Buddha’s Cal, 
The Life, Works and Words of Shinran).  
 

In this New Year, may the manifestations of True Entrusting such as “the benefit of having great joy in our 
hearts, the benefit of being aware of Amida’s benevolence and of responding in gratitude to his virtue, and the 
benefit of constantly practicing great compassion” become more evident in our daily lives. As Jodo Shin 
Buddhists, let us respond to Amida Buddha’s Wisdom and Compassion by reciting the Nembutsu and 
encourage each other to live a life centered on the Dharma including sharing our Awareness, Joy and Gratitude 
of the Buddha’s Great Wisdom and Compassion with others. Truly as Shinran Shonin said, “May there be 
peace in the world, and may the Buddha’s Teaching spread!” Once again, Happy New Year to one and all!  
 

Namo Amida Butsu/ Entrusting in All-Inclusive Wisdom and All-Embracing Compassion  
In Gassho/Anjali,  
Bishop Eric Matsumoto  
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii  



 

 

February 2017 
5 First Sunday Family Service 9:00 a.m. 

(Followed by fun activity - see related article) 

Speaker:   Rev. David Nakamoto  

M.C.:         Gerry Ochikubo 
   

8 Kailua Board Meeting 6:45 p.m. at the temple 
   

10-11 Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Legislative Assembly (Giseikai) @ Hawaii Betsuin 
   

12 Sunday Family Service  

      9:00 a.m.  

Guest Speaker:  Mr. Kerry Kiyohara 

M.C.:         Jean Fukumoto 
   

19 Sunday Family Service  

     9:00 a.m. 

Speaker:   Rev. David Nakamoto  

M.C           Gary Yamamoto         

 KHBWA monthly meeting following service  
   

25 KHBWA hosts the Honolulu United (District) BWA quarterly meeting 9 am-12 pm. (Saturday) 
   

26 Sunday Family Service, 9:00 a.m. 

“Founders’ Day” 
Speaker:   Rev. David Nakamoto  

M.C.:         Dennis Tashiro  
 

   

TEMPLE PREP ASSIGNMENTS:  Feb. 1-12 TEAM C (Janet)      Feb. 18- March 12 TEAM A (Shirley) 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker:  Kerry Kiyohara 
 

Kerry Kiyohara is lay minister’s assistant with tokudo ordination at Mō`ili`ili 
Hongwanji Buddhist Temple in Honolulu, where he assists Rev. Bert Sumikawa 
with religious services and temple functions, and leads study classes in meditation, 
chanting, and Shin Buddhism. 
 

Kerry previously built profitable brands and businesses over two decades as an 
advertising agency and corporate executive in Asia. Born in Los Angeles, Kerry 
graduated with BA and MBA degrees from University of Southern California, and 

worked in Tokyo, Beijing, and Shanghai. 
 

Kerry speaks English, Japanese, basic Spanish, survival Chinese, and struggles with da kine 
Hawaiian Creole English. 

 
KKAAIILLUUAA  HHOONNGGWWAANNJJII  MMIISSSSIIOONN  FFOOUUNNDDEERRSS’’  DDAAYY  

 
Kailua Hongwanji Mission will be celebrating its 3rd annual Founders’ Day – a day to remember those 
whom we owe a huge debt of gratitude for all that they have done over the years to make Kailua 
Hongwanji Mission what it is today. 

  

 Please mark your calendars:  This year, Founders’ Day will be observed on February 26, 2017. 

 



 
 

 
As we age, we become consumed with thoughts of well-being, our own as well as 
that of members of our family. A short list might include 1) finances, 2) 
independence, and 3) general health.   
 

Most people are able to control their finances and health but independence is 
sometimes out of your control when your children become your “parents”.  They want 
to control the ”who, what, when and where” of your life -- who does the food 

shopping, what is purchased, and when and where to make those purchases.  Much of our 
independence is attached to our being able to get in our cars and drive off when we want to.  A first 
step in maintain that independence is the CarFit program for seniors.  This program is free and helps 
to ensure your car is safe to drive. Cars will be checked on Saturday, February 25 from 7:30 am to 
11:30 pm at Moanalua High School.  APPOINTMENTS are required.  Please email 
(https://aarp.cvent.com/carfit2-25) or call (808) 545-6007.           

------Jean Fukumoto 
 
 
 

KHBWA held a general membership meeting and luncheon on 
Saturday, January 21, 2017.  Officers for 2017 were elected and 
Rev. David Nakamoto officiated an installation ceremony. Officers 
are:  President – Merle Tashiro, Vice President – Joy Nishida, 
Secretary – Shirley Yanagisawa, Treasurer – Gerry Ochikubo and 
Auditor – Janet Kukino.   
 

The meeting was followed by lunch, lucky number drawings and an art activity spearheaded by 
Prudence Kusano.  The members designed mugs by dipping the outside of a mug into warm water to 
which they had dropped different colors of nail polish.  The result was an “op art” one of a kind design.  
(See pictures below.) 
 

At our gathering, we celebrated KHBWA’s 50th Anniversary!  We are fortunate to have 5 members who 
have been with KHBWA for 50 years – since our organization’s inception!  They are: Elaine Fukada, 
Margie Ikeda, Janet Kukino, Miyuki Masuda and Patsy Michihara.  Mahalo for all your hard work! 
 

KHBWA will resume monthly meetings on the third Sunday (after service) of each month. This month, 
the group will meet on February 19, 2017 after service. 

---- Merle Tashiro 
 

 
 

 

KHBWA 
NEWS 

  

   

 

L-Mixing nail polish in 
water 
 
R-50-Year honorees, 
Janet & Patsy with 
Rev. David  
 

Shirley’s 
creation! 

Julie’s 
original mug! 

2017 Officers 



 
 
 

FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 
 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family activities 
focused on providing fun for everyone, especially youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of each month: 

February 5 – Golden Chain of Love 
 
 
 
         

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 8, 2017 – Year of the Rooster Activity  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ner  
 

GARDENING 
Mats Okamoto’s popular gardening class returns on 
Sunday, February 12, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.  This class 
is free of charge and no sign up is required.  
 

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING  
& WALKING 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple 

 
 

Tai Chi  
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as follows:   
               Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already signed up for tai chi class, please 
contact Dennis Tashiro by email at dhtashiro@gmail.com or call 226-0339. 

IKEBANA 
 

No classes in February 
 

 

Adult Japanese Language Classes Continue 
 

Beginner class is on Tuesday at 10 a.m. for an hour.  Advanced class meets on Mondays at 2:30 p.m.  Classes are held 
at the temple and the cost is $10.00 per class. 

Activities Corner 
 

 

  
 

Emma’s having fun! 
Everly & Grandma’s Rooster 

Kade working hard on his rooster 



 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Embrace Change: Action (Open Communication) 

Our theme for 2017 calls upon us to take action to implement our plans for our temples 
while ensuring open communication to engage all those connected to our temples.  Our 
temples’ success in serving its members requires us to spend the time and planning 
necessary to make open communications happen efficiently and effectively.  For every 
event we plan, for every opportunity for involvement we offer our members, let us 
consider doing the following: (1) Make clear announcements at our temple services.  (2) 
Make attractive posters for our temple bulletin boards.  (3) Print handouts for our 
members to take home and post on their refrigerators and share with friends and 
relatives.  (4) Post announcements on our temples’ websites, newsletters, and Facebook 
pages.  (5) Use a telephone tree or make personal phone calls to senior citizens to get 

the word out.  Use text messages, twitter, and Instagram for the XYZ generations.  (6) Ask all of our temple 
affiliates to announce it to their members.  (7)  Do email blasts.  (8)  Do snail mail blasts with post cards and 
handwritten notes.  (9) Post it on banners outside of our temples.  (10)  Put out public service announcements 
on TV stations, radio stations, and publications.  (11)  Submit news releases to print publications, radio and TV 
stations.   (12)  Talk it up among temple members during the coffee-hour talk-story following Sunday Services. 

In addition to paying attention to how we communicate, we also need to pay attention to what we communicate.  
Our temple members should not only know about upcoming events but also about how our temples are doing 
financially.  There should be full transparency of temple operations.  Members should know the issues that deal 
with personnel, facilities, finances, fundraising, temple programs, and strategic plans for the future.  By making 
our temple operations transparent to our members, we open pathways for their input and involvement. 

Most importantly, we must join temple ministers in sharing the Dharma.  Sharing should not be limited to 
Dharma Talks during Sunday Services, memorial services, workshops, seminars and newsletter messages.  
We can begin by seeking meaningful Dharma messages in our personal readings and experiences and find 
ways to share them so we may enrich the lives of our temple members.  We can begin by considering the 12 
ways of communication I listed above as means for members and ministers to openly share the Dharma every 
day.   

Open communications in 2017 means that each of us is a receiver and a sender.  When our messages connect, 
they will spark action.  Let us each do our part. 

Namo Amida Butsu 

Pieper J. Toyama, President 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headquarters, Office of the Bishop 
Rev. Eric Matsumoto, Bishop 

Tamayo Matsumoto 
Pieper Toyama, President 

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani, Executive Assistant to the Bishop 
Arthur Nakagawa, Business Manager 

Dianne Sumida, Administrative Assistant 
Yoshiko Umitani, Secretary 

 

Office of Buddhist Education & Buddhist Study Center 
Rev. Kevin Kuniyuki, Director 

Jamie Lyn Itokazu, Assistant to the Director 
Kerrie Wong, OBE Assistant 
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 Mahalo   
for your kind monetary  & other donations 

 

Dr. Myron Shirasu – in memory of Jukaku & Yoshie Shirasu 

Dorothy Bloom – in appreciation for Al Bloom’s Ko group meetings 

Dennis Pang 

KLM Corp. and Kenneth & Loretta Kamei -  

             in memory of Kiyoshi Hajime, Masami Ishi & Jeanette Kamei 

Beretania Florist - in memory of Howard Nakamoto 

Bow Chu Goto 

Merle T. Beuggert 

Edith Tanaka 

Verna Lo 


