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Happy New Year!  As we welcome in the New Year, do we have our own hopes and dreams? 
What might they be? Bishop Eric Matsumoto as well as previous bishops of the Hawaii Kyodan, 
wish that all beings can be joyous and live in safety in a world of peace.  This may seem like a 
simple dream; however, it is very difficult to realize. But do we have to give up the idea and seek 
immediate benefit?  
 

Shinran Shonin said in a letter to his disciples: “In the final analysis, it would be splendid if all 
people who say the Nembutsu, not just for yourself, do so not with thoughts of themselves, but for 
the sake of the country and for the sake of people of the country…. May there be peace in the 
world, and may the Buddha’s teachings spread.”   The feeling here is that if Buddha’s teachings 
spread, there automatically would be peace among us.  
 
The Larger Sutra says:  
 

“Whenever the Buddha’s teachings have flourished, either in cities or the countryside, people 
would gain inconceivable benefits. The land and people would be enveloped in peace. The sun 
and moon will shine clear and bright. Wind and rain would appear accordingly, and there will be 
no disasters. Nations would be prosperous and there would be no use for soldiers or weapons. 
People would abide by morality and in accord with laws. They would be courteous and humble, 
and everyone would be content without injustices. There would be no thefts or violence. The 
strong would not dominate the weak and everyone would get their fair share.” 
 
Buddha’s teachings concentrates on the here and now life, trying to make it a better one for all 
beings. Buddhism is not an otherworldly religion but a religion of living in the present. Buddhism 
does not propose to stray from this world, but sees the transformation of it, to return to the natural 
condition of existence, while remaining exactly where we are. Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are 
permanently engaged in saving the sentient beings and guiding them towards the Truth. The 
Buddhist practitioner engages on the Path not only for his personal emancipation but also for the 
Emancipation of all living beings. The well-being of the entire world becomes his own.  
 
As we welcome in the New Year, may we consider the hope for World Peace as our aspiration. 
As a first step we must try our best to continue to support spiritual value in our everyday lives, and 
with that, work for peace within ourselves and throughout the world. 
 
Namu Amida Butsu. 
 
Rev. David Nakamoto 
 
 



 

       January  

1 No service   
   

8 Family Service   9:00 a.m. 

     

Speaker:  Rev. David Nakamoto 

M.C.:        Cynthia Rodriguez    
   

11 Board Meeting   6:45 p.m. at the temple 
   

15 Ho’onko Family Service 
    9:00 a.m. (Shinran’s Memorial Observance)   

Speaker:  Rev. David Nakamoto  

M.C.:       Roy Inouye       
   

21  KBWA annual meeting & lunch - 11:30 a.m. at the temple.  BWA members, please contact Merle 
(247-5309) if you are attending.  We need a head count for the lunch. 

   

22 Family Service   9:00 a.m. 

     

Speaker:  Keiji Kukino 

M.C.:        Merle Tashiro       
   

29 Sunday Dharma Service  9:00 a.m.  Speaker:  Rev. David Nakamoto  

M.C.:       Allen Kusano 

TEMPLE PREP ASSIGNMENTS:    Jan. 1-15  TEAM B  (Prudence) 

                                                 Jan. 21 – Feb. 12 TEAM C  (Janet)     

 
Aloha Everyone, 
 

Thank you for your support and participation this year as your temple officers and directors, worked 
to build a vibrant temple.  We ask for your continued support as we move forward into a new year.   
 

2016 was a year of diverse activities at KHM.  We hosted two meaningful dharma sessions: Timber 
Hawkeye, author of “Buddhist Bootcamp” and “Faithfully Religionless and also Dr. Jeff Wilson, 
associate professor of religious studies and East Asian studies for Renison University College, at the 
University of Waterloo and author of “Mindful America”.  We experienced soba making from a 
master soba chef from Japan.  Installed a new temple driveway and lawn surface.  Held a family 
movie night. Held a successful Bon Dance. 
   

The monthly First Sunday Family Service and activity was very popular. Tai chi, ikebana, gardening 
and Japanese language classes continue as well as weekly exercise sessions.  As the informal 
“Windward campus” of the Buddhist Study Center, KHM offered classes on Jodo Shinshu at the 
temple led by Rev. David Nakamoto. 
 

I encourage members and friends to attend Sunday Services and/or participate in one of our 
activities.  If you would like more information, please contact to Rev. Nakamoto or me. 
 

Best wishes to you and your loved ones for a healthy and happy 2017! 
 

Mahalo and In Gassho, 
 

Dennis Tashiro, President 

 



 
 

(Jean Fukumoto is the new Project Dana Coordinator at Kailua Hongwanji.  She succeeds Betty Okamoto who 
served in that capacity for 23 years.  (Mahalo Betty!) This is Jean’s first article for the Kalyana Mitra.)  
 
I recently participated in a Project Dana Leadership Retreat where one of the 
topics was adjusting your communication style for dementia clients.  As a 
volunteer, we spend quality time with our clients doing daily mundane activities; 
driving, shopping, and visiting with them. Using verbal and nonverbal 
communications can help ease your patience. Communicate with them by using 
positive statements (“You have a green thumb with your orchids”),  using humor 
(“Did I spill my coffee  again?”) , focusing on the present (”Your holiday t-shirt is 
so festive), and  patiently LISTENING to them-no matter how many times you may have heard the 
story about the lost dog. My mother in law suffers from dementia, so I will be more conscious of how I 
communicate with her.   

 ---- Jean Fukumoto 
 

 
KBWA members closed out the 2016 year with a community 
service project.  The group elected to adopt-a-family via an 
agency (Helping Hands Hawaii) for Christmas.  With the help of 
our temple members, we collected and purchased $380 worth 
of items on the family’s wish list including clothing, 
diapers/wipes and toys.  KBWA also donated a $100 Safeway 
gift card.   

 
On Wednesday, December 7, members gathered to wrap the gifts for the family and on Friday, 
December 9, they were delivered to Helping Hands Hawaii, This was our second year adopting a 
family for Christmas.  We enjoyed the project and hope to participate again next December.    
 

------ Joy Nishida 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     

 

KHBWA 
NEWS 

 

 

 

It’s a wrap!  BWA members display the beautifully wrapped gifts for the 
adopt-a-family project. (L-R) Prudence Kusano, Gerry Ochikubo, Merle 
Tashiro, Cynthia Rodriguez, Jean Carroll, Shirley Yanagisawa, Joy Nishida 
and Janet Kukino 

Gerry shows 
us how it’s 
done! 

Jean & Cynthia affix a bow as a 
final touch. 



 

Activities Corner 
 
 

 
FAMILY SUNDAY ACTIVITY 

 

Providing Dharma Education is a primary goal of Kailua Hongwanji Mission. We have planned family 
activities focused on providing fun for everyone, especially youngsters.  Please join us the first Sunday of 
each month: 

    January 8 – Year of the Rooster Activity 
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GARDENING 
Mats Okamoto’s popular gardening class 
returns on Sunday, January 15, 2016 at 2:00 
p.m.  This class is free of charge and no sign 
up is required.  

EXERCISING, STRENGTHENING  
& WALKING 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

8:30 a.m. at the temple 

 
 

Tai Chi  
 

Tai Chi classes continue at the temple as 
follows:  Tuesday  7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

         Friday   10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

If you’re interested and have not already 
signed up for tai chi class, please contact 
Dennis Tashiro by email at 
dhtashiro@gmail.com or call 226-0339. 
 

IKEBANA 
 

Ikebana classes for the month: 1:30 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 7 and 28 at the temple.   Please 
bring a low vase, kenzan, and ikebana scissors (or 
flower cutting scissors).   Cost is $5 per class plus 
the cost of the flowers/foliage ($5-$8).   
 

Participants need to inform Irene Nakamoto of their 
attendance so she can purchase and prepare 
material for the lesson. 
 

 

December: 
Bodhi leaf 

ornaments & 
origami trees 

Adult Japanese Language Classes Continue  
 

Beginner class is on Tuesday at 10 a.m. for an hour.  Advanced class meets on Mondays at 2:30 p.m.  
Classes are held at the temple and the cost is $10.00 per class. 

   



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DECEMBER 2016 

PERSONNELS – Ministerial Assignment Changes 

Rev. Satoshi Tomioka, currently serving at Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin as its Associate Minister, will be 
assigned to Puna Hongwanji Mission as its Resident Minister effective February 16, 2017.  He will also be 
assigned to Naalehu Hongwanji Mission and Pahala Hongwanji Mission as their Oversee Minister.   

Rev. Sol Kalu will be assigned to Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin as Associate Minister effective March 1, 
2017.   

LIVING TREASURES OF HAWAII RECOGNITION 

The Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii will honor the following individuals as 2017 Living Treasures of 
Hawai’i™ in recognition of their personal and professional achievements and their contributions to the 
community.  We welcome you to celebrate this honor with them.  
 

 Bishop Ryokan Ara  
 Beatrice Kanahele Dawson  
 Nobuko Kida 

 Roy Sakuma  
 George Yokoyama 

 
 

Date:  Saturday, February 11, 2017  
Place:  Hilton Hawaiian Village, Coral Ballroom 
Time:  11:00 a.m. registration, 12:00 p.m. lunch and program 
Attire:  Aloha  
Cost:  Early registration by Jan, 28, 2017 - $75.00       Late registration up to Feb. 5, 2017 $90.00  

(Reservations will NOT be accepted after February 6, 2017) 

Please go to http://hongwanjihawaii.com/living-treasures/ to download the registration form.   
 

YESS CAMP 34 

YESS Camp 34 will be held on April 14-16, 2017 at Camp Kokokahi on Oahu, Hawaii. This year’s theme is 
“YESS-topia” and the guest speaker will be Rev. Satoshi Tomioka. This year’s theme focuses around the 
Buddhist themes presented in the Disney movie Zootopia. 

YESS camp is open to 13 - 23 years old, who are interested in learning more or growing deeper in Buddhism. 
The camp will have several talks by the guest speaker in which the campers will be asked to reflect on their 
daily lives. In the three days the campers will interact with other young Buddhists from around the state and 
hopefully for lifelong friendships.  

Please contact Headquarters if you’d like an application. Although the camp is sponsored by the Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, if you would like to support the camp you may place an ad in their booklet.  

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
HEADQUARTERS UPDATE 

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org   
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 Mahalo   
for your kind monetary donations 

 
Ryan Miyamoto for Bodhi Day 
Roy & Cynthia Miyamoto for Bodhi Day 
Karen Fuke 

 

 

 



 


